
2

Our school is a happy, safe and stimulating place to learn where students are treated as 

individuals and everyone goes to great lengths to ensure that they achieve and succeed. 

We believe that it is our determination to continually improve that sets us apart 

from other schools.

Visitors to our school comment on the pleasant, purposeful atmosphere and the warm 

welcome they experience. Please contact us if you would like to be shown around or if you would 

like to discuss how we can meet the individual needs of your child and your aspirations for them.

Energy e�cient, sustainable and airy spaces that maximise the use of natural light.

Ofsted

Students are positive about the relationships they have with staff and with 
one another. One student said, ‘We all get on well together, we are one big 
happy family.’
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A diffused technology that allows access to the 
resource anytime; students can even access 
teaching resources at home. 

Students’ behaviour is good. They 
are polite and respectful towards 
adults and each other. 

Fully equipped laboratories and 
teaching spaces with state of the art 
facilities.

We believe that learning should be fun, challenging 
and stimulating and that high quality teaching lies at 
the heart of this.

We are excited by the quality of teaching 
in our school. 
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Ofsted

Our passionate and talented teachers are well qualified and continually 
strive to stay abreast of and make use of the latest ideas about teaching 
and learning. They are committed to delivering high quality education, 
significantly raising attainment and celebrating the achievement of all 
of our students. The lessons they deliver are well structured, relevant, 
interesting and engaging. Our teachers find out how their students 
prefer to learn and use a wide variety of teaching styles to 
accommodate the preferred learning styles of each student. 

Ofsted

Staff use effective 
systems to keep 
students safe.

All spaces have wireless internet access to provide learning 
opportunities at anytime and anywhere. 

Students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is 
promoted well through a variety of activities in lessons and 
the many after-school clubs.
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Student Voice that acts on behalf of and represents the views of all students at all levels, we value their views and 
include them in our decision making processes. 

We enjoy working with our parents and value their co-operation and 
support. We believe that an honest and trusting relationship provides 
the best foundation for the education of our students.  Parents are 
encouraged to contact us to discuss their child’s progress and they are 
always welcome, by appointment, to visit the school. 

Our talented, well-qualified and effective team of personal tutors are the first point 
of contact for students and their parents. 

They provide the support and guidance that is essential to ensuring that each 
students feels safe and happy and knows what is expected of them. 

Our governors work hard to ensure that we continue to improve and provide 
the best possible education for all of our students. They make themselves 
available and are always willing to offer advice and to provide support. 

Students say they enjoy coming to school 
and take pride in wearing their uniform. 
Ofsted

Buildings incorporating modern and recycled materials that 
even collect and make use of rainwater. 
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The behaviour of students is good. There is a 
friendly and calm atmosphere around the 
school. Students are courteous and polite to 
adults and each other.

We have long-established and close links with our partner 
primary schools that enable us to ensure a smooth and 
enjoyable transition for every student. Each year we provide 
an ever-increasing range of activities to support all of our 
youngest learners at this exciting time in their lives. 

Whilst the villages of Barlborough, Clowne, Creswell, Hodthorpe and Whitwell 
make up our local community we do have more and more parents from 
outside of these areas choosing to send their children here. 
We encourage all parents to consider sending their children to us. 

We believe that every student should have an equal opportunity to achieve their 
full potential. We are working hard to challenge students who are gifted and 
talented, and pride ourselves on our provision for students who have learning or 
physical needs and consider ourselves a truly inclusive school. 

Our curriculum is broad and balanced and is focused upon meeting the individual needs of each student. 
We aim to ensure that all students reach their full potential. Our passionate and talented teachers constantly 
challenge all students, encouraging them to excel within a supportive environment. 

Long before students join us our highly regarded Inclusion Department assesses their individual educational needs. 
This team provides student support where required, usually within mainstream classes. We are always willing to 
discuss the individual learning, physical or emotional needs of your child. 
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Key Stage 3:

On entry into the school individual learning targets are set 
for each student.

Students are set according to ability within subject areas 
and experience all that our school has to offer.  Towards 
the end of Year 9 they engage in an extensive Options 
process that is designed to take account of their maturity 
and the interests they are developing.

Our students are given careful professional guidance to 
enable them to make informed choices of the courses they 
wish to follow in the upper school. 

Key Stage 4:

Our constantly developing curriculum has been carefully 
designed and is constantly being reviewed and reshaped. 
Students have the choice of a wide variety of academic and 
vocational subjects designed to enable them to take their rightful 
place in a highly competitive global market. 

Our tailored programmes of study provide a relevant, broad 
and balanced education giving every one of our students 
access to opportunities for success. 

Students said they value the independent advice 
that they receive to help them make informed 
choices for future education and careers. 
Ofsted
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English, Mathematics, Science and ICT are rightly given high priority. The skills developed in 
these areas provide our students with a vital platform on which they can build further to 
achieve academic success. 

Each curriculum area, whilst fully meeting the demands of the National Curriculum, is charged with 
the responsibility of enhancing opportunities for all students and developing them as active 
lifelong learners.

All students follow a stimulating programme of Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship 
Education that includes sex and drugs education. Much of this is delivered by experts from 
external agencies and through visits and interactive performance.

High speci�cation music rooms, dance and drama studios, a �tness room 
and gym. 

Students are encouraged to take on responsibilities through the 
student council, acting as prefects and librarians, and through various 
charity fundraising events. 
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We believe in putting the needs of out learners 
first. We are proud of their achievements and 
give them every opportunity to excel. Their 
achievements and the celebration of their 
sucesses are at the heart of all that we do.  

We are committed to all students, parents, 
staff, governors and community partners 
working together to create the greatest 
opportunities for success. 

The leadership and management  
of teaching are improving.

Ofsted

Teaching Assistants work alongside 
the teachers to provide extra 
support for disadvantaged 
students, disabled students and 
those who have special needs. 




