
GCSE Geography 

The Exams 

Unit 1: 22nd May (afternoon) 

 Restless Earth Q1 
 Living World Q4 

 Water on the land Q5 

Unit 2: 6th June (afternoon)  

 Population Change Q1 
 Changing Urban Environments Q2 

 Tourism Q6 

You only answer the questions for the topics we have studied.  

DO NOT ATTEMPT ANY OTHER QUESTIONS OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED ABOVE 

 

Practice Papers  

You have seen all the past papers there are either as assessments, you mock or 

your exam topic questions we complete in class. You need to go back over these 

and look at which questions you needed to correct and why you lost marks. If you 

want to attempt questions again, then you can access the papers from the AQA 

website. The inserts and mark schemes are also available here AQA | GCSE | 

Geography A | Past papers and mark schemes 

 

Command Words 

It is important that you understand what the words in the questions mean so that 

you know which part of your knowledge, skills or understanding to use in your 

answer. You need to be sure what the question is actually asking you to do rather 

than what you think you need to do. These are the command words which could 

appear on either of your papers Exam command words 



Case Studies 

Case studies are worth 6 marks on the foundation and 8/9 marks on the higher 

paper. On Unit 2, they also have 3 SPAG marks. They make up a large proportion 

of your overall marks so it is crucial that you know the detail of each one. First of 

all need to know which case study is the correct one to use and then which part of 

it the question is focusing on. The grid below shows you which ones to use and 

what you need to know for each one.  

 

Topic Case study Our Case 
Study 

What you need to know….   
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A tropical Rainforest Amazon 
Rainforest 

 Why deforestation happens 
 How deforestation is being 

managed sustainably  
 The impacts of deforestation  

A Deciduous Forest/woodland Epping Forest  How it is used 
 Why it needs to be managed 
 How it is sustainably managed 

A rich hot desert Mojave (USA)  How it is used 
 Problems caused through its use 
 How it is sustainably managed  

A poor hot desert Kalahari 
(Southern 
Africa) 

 How it is used 
 Problems caused through its use 
 How it is sustainably managed 
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A Volcano Soufriere Hills – 
Montserrat  

 The causes of the eruption 
 The primary and secondary impacts 
 The immediate and long term 

responses  
An earthquake in an MEDC Italy – L’Aquila   The date 

 Richter Scale measurement 
 The cause 
 The primary effects 
 The secondary effects 
 The immediate responses 
 The long term responses 

An earthquake in an LEDC Nepal - Gorkha  The date 
 Richter Scale measurement 
 The cause 
 The primary effects 
 The secondary effects 
 The immediate responses 
 The long term responses 

Earthquake comparisons  L’Aquila & 
Gorkha 

 What is similar between the two 



 What is different between the two 
and why 

Fold Mountains The Alps   How people use the Alps 
 How people have adapted to be 

able to live on the Alps 
Tsunami Indonesia 

(Boxing Day) 
 When it happened 
 What the impacts were 
 The short term responses  
 The long term responses 
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MEDC Floods Sheffield 2007  Why the floods happened 
 What the impacts were 
 What the responses were 

LEDC Floods Bangladesh 1998   Why the floods happened 
 What the impacts were 
 What the responses were 

Reservoir  Rutland Water  Where Rutland Water is 
 The places it supplies water to 
 Its secondary uses 
 Examples of its impacts (social, 

economic and environmental) and 
which ones are good and which are 
bad 

 How it is sustainable managed and 
why it needs to be 

 

Topic Case study Our Case 
Study 

What you need to know….   
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Tourism in a National Park OR 
Coastal area 

Lake District 
(national park) 

 Why it attracts tourists 
 The problems caused by tourism (4 

types) 
 Ways in which the problems are 

managed 
 How the Lake District plans to 

keep encouraging tourism 
 

Mass tourism Kenya  Why it attracts tourists 
 The benefits of mass tourism to 

Kenya 
 The problems of Mass tourism in 

Kenya 
 How the problems are managed 
 How tourists are encouraged to 

keep visiting Kenya 
 

Extreme tourism  Antarctica  Why it attracts tourists 
 The environmental damage that can 

be done 



 How the damage is managed 
 

Ecotourism Tataquara Lodge 
(Brazil) 

 How it is an example of ecotourism 
 Its environmental benefits 
 Its economic benefits 
 The benefits for local people 
 How is helps sustainable 

development in the area 
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Controlling population growth China 1 Child 
Policy 

 Why it was needed 
 How the policy was supposed to 

work 
 How people were encouraged to 

follow it 
 What would happen if people didn’t 

follow it 
 What problems it created 
 How effective it was 

 
Indonesia 
Transmigration 

 What the policy was 
 Why it was needed 
 What problems it caused 
 How effective it was 

 
Managing an ageing population UK  Why the UK has an ageing 

population 
 The problems it causes 
 Government strategies to deal with 

it 
 The effectiveness of the 

strategies  
Migration to the EU Sierra Leone to 

Spain 
 What the push factors are from 

Sierra Leone 
 What the impacts are on Spain 
 What are the impacts on Sierra 

Leone? 
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Issues in richer parts of the 
world- Housing 

London Dockland 
Development 
Corporation 
(LDDC)/City 
Challenge 
(Manchester)/Su
stainable cities  

 Why the schemes were needed 
 What they aimed to do and how 

they were going to do this 
 How successful they were in 

achieving their aims  

Squatter Settlements Rio De Janerio 
Favelas : Favela-
Bairro 
Project(Brazil) 

 Where the squatter settlements 
are located 

 Why they needed improving 
 The social impacts of the 

improvements 
 The economic impacts of the 

improvements 



 The environmental impacts of the 
improvements 

 How the local community was 
involved in the project 

 How successful the project was 
and why 

Sustainable Urban Living  Curitiba (Brazil)  Why Curitiba wanted to become a 
sustainable city 

 The three ways it used to become 
a sustainable city 

 How successful Curitiba was in its 
aims and why 

 

 

 

Revision Guide  

Some of you have a revision guide which you bought in Y10. Some of the case 

studies we have chosen are different to those in the book so make sure you use 

your case study notes in your exercise books too. You can buy an online revision 

guide. Online revision guide 

 

Intervention  

Open revision sessions are Thursday afterschool. Some of you are already in a 

Friday P5 intervention group. These groups will keep changing. If you can’t stay 

Thursday afterschool, then speak to either Mrs Hill or Miss Yeoman to make 

arrangements to stay another night or a lunch time instead.   

 


