
GCSE History 

The Exams 

Unit 1: 05th June (Morning) 

 Topic 4: The Origins of the Cold War 1945‐1960 

 Topic 5: Crises of the Cold War and Détente 1960‐1980 

 Topic 6: The Collapse of Communism and the Post‐Cold War World 1980‐

2000 

Unit 2: 14th June (afternoon)  

 Section A: Weimar Germany 1919‐1929 

 Section B: Hitler’s Germany 1929‐1945 

 Section C: Britain: The Challenge in Northern Ireland 1960‐1999 

You only answer the questions for the topics we have studied.  

DO NOT ATTEMPT ANY OTHER QUESTIONS OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED ABOVE 

 

Practice Papers  

You have seen all the past papers there are either as assessments, your mock’s or 

as exam questions we complete in class. You need to go back over these and look 

at which questions you needed to correct and why you lost marks. If you want to 

attempt questions again, then you can access the papers from the AQA website. 

The inserts and mark schemes are also available here or on the student shared 

area in the History folder, within the file named ‘Past Papers’. This can be accessed 

at home via the school website here. 

 

Command Words 

It is important that you understand what the words in the questions mean so that 

you know which part of your knowledge, skills or understanding to use in your 

answer. You need to be sure what the question is actually asking you to do rather 



than what you think you need to do. These are the command words which could 

appear on either of your papers Exam command words. 

Topics 

The table below shows you what you need to know for each key issue.  

Unit 1: 

Topic 4: 

 

Topic 5: 

 

 

Key issue: Why did the USA and USSR become rivals in the years 1945–
1949? 

Ideological differences and their effects. 
The Yalta and Potsdam Conferences. 
The dropping of the atom bomb and its effects: Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
The Iron Curtain: Soviet expansion in the East; Czechoslovakia, 1948. 
The Truman Doctrine: the situation in Greece and Turkey. The purpose of the Truman Doctrine. 
The Marshall Plan: effect of Marshall Aid and the Soviet response; Cominform and Comecon; Yugoslavia. 
The Berlin Blockade and Airlift. 

Key issue: How did the Cold War develop in the years 1949–1960? 
The formation of NATO: its membership and purpose. 
The nuclear arms race: atom bomb and hydrogen bomb. 
The Korean War, 1950–1953: reasons for involvement of UN and USA; the role of MacArthur; the part played by 
USSR and China. 
The ‘Thaw’: death of Stalin; Austria; Khrushchev’s policy of peaceful co-existence. 
The formation of the Warsaw Pact: membership and purpose. 
Hungary, 1956: causes of the rising, why it was a threat to the USSR and how the Soviets dealt with it; the 
effects on Europe and the Cold War. 
The continuation of the nuclear arms/space race: Sputnik 1; ICBMs; Polaris; Gagarin and Apollo. 

Key issue: How close to war was the world in the 1960s? 
The U2 Crisis 1960: the purpose of U2; the responses of the USA and the USSR to the crisis; the effect on the 
Paris Summit and the peace process. 
The situation in Berlin: the Berlin Wall; Kennedy’s response. 
The Cuban Missile Crisis,1962: the effect of Castro’s seizure of power in Cuba; Kennedy and the Bay of Pigs; 
Khrushchev and the missile crisis of 1962; Kennedy’s response; the danger to the world; the results of the crisis; 
the effect on Kennedy and Khrushchev. 
Czechoslovakia, 1968: Dubcek and the Prague Spring; why it concerned the USSR and the Warsaw Pact and their 
response to it; the effects on East-West relations; the Brezhnev Doctrine. 



 

Topic 6: 

 

 

Unit 2: 

Section A: 

 

Key issue: Why did Détente develop and collapse in the 1970s? 
Reasons for Détente: the motives of the USSR, USA, China and West Germany. 
The progress of Détente: SALT l, 1972; Brezhnev-Nixon Summits; the Helsinki Agreement, 1975. 
The Soviet involvement in Afghanistan: reasons for Soviet involvement; reaction of President Carter and the USA 
to the war. 
The failure of SALT II; the Olympic boycotts; deployment of Soviet and US missiles in Europe. 

Key issue: Why did communism collapse in Central and Eastern Europe? 

Reagan and the renewal of the Cold War: attitudes to Communism; development of new weapons and SDI. 
Solidarity in Poland: conditions in Poland; Lech Walesa; aims and suppression. 
Soviet failure in Afghanistan and its political and economic effects on the USSR. 
Gorbachev and Reagan: changing attitudes: Glasnost and Perestroika; changes in domestic and foreign policy and 
their effects. 
The end of Soviet control in Eastern Europe: the success of Solidarity; the end of the Berlin Wall; Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary. 
The end of the Cold War; the collapse of the USSR and the resignation of Gorbachev; Boris Yeltsin becomes 
President of the Russian Federation. 

Key issue: What problems face the USA and UN following the end of the 
Cold War? 

The role of USA in the Post Cold War World: USA as a global power; military supremacy; the sole superpower; the 
champion of democracy in the world and US relations in Europe. 
The UN: case studies of UN action in Kuwait, Iraq and Kosovo; success and failure of the UN. 

Key issue: How far do the early problems of the Weimar Republic suggest 
that it was doomed from the start? 

The origins of the Weimar Republic; the armistice and the effects of the Treaty of Versailles. 
Political problems: the constitution and its consequences for government; political instability. 
Challenges to Weimar, 1919–1923: the Spartacists; attempted takeovers by the right wing: the Freikorps; Kapp 
Putsch and Munich Putsch. 
Economic problems leading to hyperinflation and the invasion of the Ruhr. 

Key issue: How far did the Weimar Republic recover under Stresemann? 
The role of Stresemann as Chancellor and then Foreign Minister. 
The recovery of the economy: new currency; the Dawes and Young Plans. 
Developments in international relations: Locarno Pact, League of Nations and Kellogg-Briand Pact. 
The extent of recovery – politically, economically and culturally. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section B: 
Key issue: How far did the Nazi Party develop its ideas and organisation up 
to 1929? 
Early career of Hitler; German Workers’ Party under Drexler and early development of the Nazi Party. 
The Munich Putsch and its consequences; Mein Kampf. 
Decline in support in the Stresemann years and consolidation of Nazi organisation in the later 1920s. 

Key issue: How did Hitler change Germany from a democracy to a Nazi 
dictatorship, 1933–1934  
and then reinforce this? 

The Reichstag Fire; the election of March 1933 and the Enabling Act. 
The elimination of political opposition: political parties, trade unions; the Night of the Long Knives; the death of 
Hindenburg and Hitler becomes Führer. 
One party law and order: SS and Gestapo; concentration camps; propaganda; censorship; the media; control of 
education; youth movements and control of the churches. 
The nature of continuing opposition and resistance in the Third Reich: the White Rose Movement, the Edelweiss 
Pirates, the Kreisau Circle, 1939–1944 and the Stauffenberg bomb plot, 1944. 

Key issue: How and why was Hitler able to become Chancellor in January 
1933? 

The impact of the Wall Street Crash and Depression in Germany; growth in support for the Nazis and other 
extremist parties. 
The Weimar system of government and the failure of democracy; the elections of 1930 and 1932; invitation to lead 
a coalition government in 1933 and reactions among German people. 

Key issue: To what extent did Germans benefit from Nazi rule? 
Economic policies: increased employment through public works programmes, rearmament, conscription and self-
sufficiency. 
Social policies: standards of living; promises to the German people; effects of Nazi policy on Youth groups; 
education; the lives of women and effects on culture. 
Racial persecution: the Jews and other groups, e.g. gypsies and the Final Solution. 
The impact of World War Two on the German economy. The effect of the war on the German civilians: bombing, 
rationing and propaganda. 



Section C: 

 

 

 

Revision Guide  

To help you with the majority of this GCSE use your revision guides we have 

provided for you. If you have misplaced them come and speak to Miss Ridley or it 

is available on the student shared area under History for you.   

 

Intervention  

Open revision sessions are Thursday afterschool. Some of you are already in a 

Friday P5 intervention group. These groups will keep changing. If you can’t stay 

Thursday afterschool, then speak to Miss Ridley to make arrangements to stay 

another night or a lunch time instead.   

Key issue: How far did political and economic inequalities lead to the 
Troubles in the 1960s and 1970s? 

Religious divisions. 
Political inequality in local and national government; economic inequalities in Northern Ireland. 

Prime Minister Terence O’Neill; The University of Ulster; Craigavon and North-South cooperation, 1965. 

Key issue: Why was it difficult to find a solution to the Troubles in the 
1960s and 1970s? 

Civil rights marches, 1968 - 1969. 
The British army in Northern Ireland, 1969; Internment 1970 –1971 and Direct Rule, 1972. 

Bloody Sunday, 1972. 
Power-sharing, 1973. 
Paramilitary groups: the Provisional IRA and UVF. 

Key issue: How far from peace was Ireland by the end of the 20th Century? 
Sinn Fein and the SDLP. 
Hunger Strikes, 1980 –1981 and the death of Bobby Sands. 
Mainland bombings: Harrods in London, 1983 and the Grand Hotel Brighton, 1984. 

The Anglo-Irish Agreement, 1985. 
The abolition of the Northern Ireland Assembly, 1986. 
Political violence in the 1990s: IRA ceasefire in 1994 and its failure in 1996; Good Friday Peace Agreement, 1998 
and the formation of the Northern Ireland Executive, 1999. 


