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The aims of our curriculum 

Today’s students need opportunities to develop skills that enable them to fully engage 
with this ever-changing, knowledge rich, globalised society.  At Heritage High School we 
want our students to be knowledgeable and skilled enough about the world around 
them to help transform it in the future.  We want our students to achieve the highest 
standards of which they are capable and develop into successful learners, confident and 
responsible individuals.  We want to prepare them in the skills and knowledge required 
for creating a successful future for themselves in Modern Britain. 

All students are exposed to a curriculum that is broad, balanced, differentiated and 
relevant to them.  It will offer continuity and progression on an individual level and will 
prepare them with the essential interpersonal skills and knowledge required for their 
next steps into further or higher education, training or the world of work.   

 
How should a student make the right choices? 

 
It is essential that students make the right option choices as they begin the next stage 
of their education. To make the right choice they need to be as informed as possible 
about what courses and opportunities are available. Students need to know about each 
choice, what it involves, what types of examinations, coursework requirements it has. 
They should aim to maintain breadth and balance whilst maintaining possible 
pathways for the future. We encourage students and parents to discuss subjects with 
the teaching, house and careers staff to get a complete picture of what the course 
involves. Students should consider the following when choosing their options: 
• Variety of courses for future courses e.g. a levels/university/college/apprenticeships 
• Interest 
• Ability, learning styles and strengths 
• Career needs 
 
Students must choose their subjects wisely and should not be influenced by other 
student choices.  
 
Recent Government Changes 
 
With the recent moves in Government policy, a number of changes have taken place 
with a greater emphasis on traditional subjects. One of the key changes is the 
introduction of the English Baccalaureate. This is not a formal qualification but all 
schools will be assessed on how many students will have qualifications at grade 5 or 
above in English language, mathematics, sciences (including computer science), 
geography or history and a modern foreign language. 
Clearly this is a key part of the Government proposals to make sure that students leave 
school with these subject qualifications. These traditional subjects are also termed 
`facilitating subjects` at A level. In the future, this could lead to employers or 
universities asking for qualifications in Baccalaureate subjects. We strongly recommend 
that you consider this change when choosing options in Y9, particularly if your future 
intention is to study at a higher level university. 
 
Where can students get extra advice before making their choices? 
 

 All faculties will be presenting assemblies on their subjects in the wb 18 March 
and we encourage students to speak to the teachers during this week following 
the assemblies 



 Parents Options evening 20 March 5pm-7pm – a chance to speak one on one to 
teachers and students who are already enrolled on the courses.  This will also be 
a chance to see the kind of work that is expected from you if you opt for the 
subject. 

 Miss Drury, our careers advisor is in school on Mondays and Tuesdays and 
located in the careers office in Social Block.  A careers interview or a drop in can 
be arranged.  There is plenty of advice and literature to help you make informed 
choices. 

 Speak with older students who have done the courses.  This can be arranged 
through our Head Girl and Head Boy. 

 The senior leadership team will be interviewing every Year 8 in the two weeks 
beginning 8 April.  Students will be asked to talk through their choices and future 
career plans to ensure the choices made are suitable for them individually. 

 
When will the final choices have to be made? 
 
The deadline for option choices will be 3 May 2019, however some preliminary data will 
be gathered before this point to get some idea of group sizes, and this will then be used 
to inform timetabling. 
 
 

Please note that subjects and blocks could possibly change due to student 
numbers, staffing and timetable constraints however we will endeavour to provide 

each individual with a curriculum that is appropriate for them. 
 
 

Year 8 Options timeline 2018-2019 
 
11 March           Options booklet given out in tutor time  

18 March          ICT/Photography/Film studies assembly 

19 March           Creative assembly  

20 March          Triple Science/H&SC assembly 

20 March       Parents Options evening 5pm – 7pm – there will be two talks and the 
faculties   will be spread throughout the canteen, social corridor and the 
Hive 

21 March          Performance assembly  

22 March          Humanities/MFL assembly 

10 April         Year 8 parents evening  

8 April-3 May    SLT interviews 

3 May                Options deadline  

 
 
If you require any information or assistance during the next few weeks then please do 
not hesitate to contact me, or the Faculty Leaders at Heritage High School. 
 
Mrs E Kingham   
Assistant Head teacher  
 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

   

What will I learn?  

Students will continue the GCSE course they began in Y9 following the EDEXCEL maths 

specification. Students will study strands of geometry,  number, ratio & proportion, data and 

algebraic methods but the new  mathematics GCSE has greater emphasis on problem solving, 

application and  functional reasoning in these areas. 

How will I be assessed? 

Students follow a linear GCSE with a terminal examination at the end of Year 11 and will be awarded 

with a grade from 1-9. Students will take 3 exams at the end of the course each lasting 90 minutes. 

One paper is non calculator and the other two are calculator based. There are two tiers of entry and 

the best one will be chosen to fit the ability needs of the student. 

 

How is this course delivered? 

Teaching will take place during normal school hours in the maths classrooms taught by maths 

specialists. In addition there will be intervention and support after school throughout the year.  

 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

It is compulsory to take GCSE mathematics, but it is imperative students come with a positive 

attitude and a desire to do their best to achieve. Resilience to solve problems and be solution driven 

are key to success in Maths. 

 

What can I do after this course? 

In order to progress to college and further studies it is expected students receive a pass grade in 

their GCSE mathematics. This opens the doors to the next level of education. 

Students may opt to choose A-levels in mathematics in which the GCSE will be the backbone for 

the qualification.  

A grade 5 in GCSE Maths is also essential for entry into a large and varied number of different 

careers or apprenticeships. 

 

 

 

For further information please contact : 

Faculty Leader for Mathematics Miss K Cooper  

 



 

What will I learn? 

In KS4 English lessons, students follow two GCSE courses, leading to separate  
GCSE qualifications in English Language and English Literature. 

English Language 

You will read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. These 
will focus on the effect of language on the reader, and you will learn how to make comparisons 
between texts. You will also develop your own writing skills, exploring ways to write successfully in 
different forms and for a variety of audiences. 

English Literature 

You will read a wide variety of literature from different time periods and authors. These texts will 
include a Shakespeare play along with a range of modern and Literary Heritage poetry. In addition, 
you will develop the skills of comparison and how to respond to unseen poetry. Modern drama, 
such as ‘An Inspector Calls’ will also be included in the teaching of this course. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Both English GCSEs are assessed completely by examination at the end of Y11. There are two 

examinations in each subject. 

 

How is this course delivered? 

The course is classroom based. Study of the English Literature texts is supplemented with theatre 

visits, in school productions and media work. 

 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

All students are required to follow this core subject. Important skills include your ability to write 
effectively and accurately; to be able to read for understanding and to read between the lines; and 
to develop your confidence in English through speaking and listening activities. 
 

What can I do after this course? 

A good grade in English is vital to your future plans, whatever they may be. Students who fail to 

attain a level 4 in English Language will be required to repeat the course as part of their future 

studies or apprenticeship.  Most employers look for an English qualification at GCSE level. 

 

For further information please contact : 

Faculty Leader for English Mr Jim Smith  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

What will I learn? 

In Film Studies you will learn about the history of film, the technicalities involved in producing a 
motion picture and also a full and in depth understanding of storytelling through a visual medium.  

Film Studies 

Throughout this course you will study a range of films and explore not only how they’re made and 
the stories they tell but also examine their historical contexts.  

The films studied are considered classics and range from the early days of motion pictures to the 
present day. The films studied also include foreign language films. 

 The films will be analysed in detail and students will be expected to watch films critically and be 
perceptive in their analysis. Every element will need to be explored from the storyline, to the sets, 
the costumes and beyond.  

It is a comprehensive course and one that has not been studied during KS3, so will require 
maximum effort at all times.  

How will I be assessed? 

There are 3 elements: these include 2 exams that make up 70% of the overall grade and 
coursework that makes up the other 30%. This coursework is made up of both written and 
practical elements.  

How is this course delivered? 

The course is largely classroom based but does require some work outside the classroom, including 
potential filming and editing.  

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

This course is exceedingly challenging and will require students to already be achieving a high level 
in English, as well as possessing a good knowledge of both Drama and History. There are also 
elements of IT, so students should be technically proficient.   

What can I do after this course? 

You can go onto study Film Studies at A-Level, providing you achieve a Level 5. It can also lead to a 
strong understanding of History, English and Drama, which again can be studied at A-level and 
beyond. It is a course that offers a lot of scope for further study and potentially interesting career 
paths. 

For further information please contact : 

Mr C Johnson or Mrs C Wilks in the English Department.  



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

What will I learn?  

Science is an important part of the world in which we live in. It is vital in everyday life and is 

important in nearly every career. This course will teach you the knowledge and skills which will 

help you to understand how and why things work like they do. Science is able to explain the 

mechanics and reasons behind the daily functioning of complex systems, which range from the 

human body to sophisticated modern methods of transport. During this course you will learn how 

to interpret information, carry out scientific observations and readings, represent data and write in 

a scientific way. During year 9, 10 and 11 you will be following the AQA GCSE course which is split 

into units of Biology, Chemistry and Physics : 

• Biology includes cells and transport in them, the human body and genetics and ecology 

• Chemistry includes atomic structure, chemical reactions and organic chemistry 

• Physics includes energy, electricity, space and forces 

As well as learning about key concepts, maths skills and practical skills will be also be embedded 

into each of the 3 science strands. 

 
How will I be assessed? 

This course is assessed by students sitting 6 science exams at the end of year 11. Each exam has a 
foundation or higher tier entry and lasts for 1 hour and 15 minutes. Each paper has a total of 70 
marks and is worth 16.5% of the GCSE. 

• Biology – topics 1-4 

• Biology – topics 5-7 

• Chemistry – topics 8-12 

• Chemistry – topics 13-17 

• Physics – topics 18-21 

• Physics – topics 22-24 
 
Students will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding of the content of each topic as well the associated 
mathematical and practical skills. 
How is this course delivered? 

Classroom based learning and E-learning resources available. In addition there will be intervention 

and support after school throughout the year.  

 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

It is compulsory to take GCSE Science, but it is imperative students come with a positive attitude 

and a desire to do their best to achieve. Resilience to solve problems, analyse and evaluate are key 

skills to success in Science   

 

What can I do after this course? 

‘A’ level Biology, Chemistry and Physics (however if you are interested in these please discuss triple 

science with your science teachers). GCSE science can be the first step in many careers, for 

example; Midwife, Nurse, Zoologist, Marine Biologist, Aerospace engineer, Chemical engineer, 

Transportation engineer, Architect, Robotics, Pilot, Astronomer and surveyor.  

 

For further information please contact :  Faculty Leader for Science  Mr A Birch or Deputy Head 

of Faculty Miss S Waddington 

  



 

 

 

 

     

 

 

   

What will I learn?  

Science is an important part of the world in which we live in. It is vital in everyday life and is 
important in nearly every career. This course will teach you the knowledge and skills which will 
help you to understand how and why things work like they do. Everyone has to take combined 
science however there is the option to take Triple Science. During your Science lessons you will be 
taught Biology, Chemistry and Physics which will result in 3 separate GCSE qualifications. In each 
science you will learn key concepts as well as how to interpret information, carry out scientific 
observations and readings, represent data and write in a scientific way.  

 Biology includes cells and transport in them, the human body and genetics and ecology 
 Chemistry includes atomic structure, chemical reactions and organic chemistry 
 Physics includes energy, electricity, space and forces 

As well as learning about key concepts, maths skills and practical skills will be also be embedded 
into each of the 3 science strands. 

Why should I take triple science instead of combined science? 

Taking triple science is advised for students who wish to take an A Level in science and those 
considering a scientific career. By taking sciences separately at GCSE level you will cover more 
content and find that you are better prepared if you want to take science A-levels. Pupils who take 
separate GCSE science are also more likely to get higher grades in A-level sciences. 

How will I be assessed? 

This course is assessed by students sitting 6 science exams at the end of year 11. Each exam has a 
foundation or higher tier entry and lasts for 1 hour and 45 minutes. Each paper is 100 marks. 

 Biology is assessed by two separate exams (Biology topics 1-4 and 5-7) each exam is worth 
50% of the biology grade 

 Chemistry is assessed by two separate exams (Chemistry topics 1-5 and 6-10) each exam is 
worth 50% of the grade for Chemistry 

 Physics is assessed by two separate exams (Physics topics 1-4 and 5-8) each exam is worth 
50% of the Physics grade 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

To study Triple science you need to achieve a high enough level at KS3 in Science as the 
course is very demanding. You need to be interested in learning about Science, particularly 
how Science is used in the outside world to benefit society. For example, how Scientists do 
research to see which foods are healthy for you. You need to be organised in order to carry out 
experiments on your own, complete homework on time and to be able to revise in time for the 
examinations.  

What can I do after this course? 

A level Biology, Chemistry and Physics. GCSE science can be the first step in many careers, for 
example; Midwife, Nurse, Zoologist, Marine Biologist, Aerospace engineer, Chemical engineer, 
Transportation engineer, Architect, Robotics, Pilot, Astronomer and surveyor.  

For further information please contact :  Faculty Leader for Science  Mr A Birch or Deputy Head 
of Faculty Miss S Waddington 



 

  

 

What will I learn? Students will study four units over two years:  

Paper 1 (30%): Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000-present. 
Students will look at how crime and punishment has evolved over time including questions such 
as: Why were so many women accused of witchcraft in the 1500s? Is terrorism a new crime? Why 
did Britain abolish the death penalty? How was Jack the Ripper never caught? 
 
Paper 2 (40%): The Cold War, 1941-91.  
Students will examine the competing ideologies of the USSR and USA while focussing on key 
conflicts such as the Vietnam War, the space race and the Berlin wall. 
 
Anglo Saxon and Norman England 1060-88. Students will examine how England changed as a 

result of the Norman Conquest in 1066.  
 
Paper 3 (30%):The rise of the Nazis 1919-39:  
Students will examine the series of events that enabled Hitler to take over Germany in 1933. They 
will then investigate the impact of the Nazi State on different groups of people in Germany. 

How will I be assessed? 

You will complete three examination papers as shown above:  

• Paper 1   : 1 hour 15 minutes.  

• Paper 2   : 1 hour 45 minutes. 

• Paper 3   : 1 hour 20 minutes. 

This qualification is all exam based which will be undertaken in the summer of Year 11, there is no 

coursework. 

How is this course delivered? 

The course is classroom based.  

 
What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

The work rate to remember a strong body of knowledge and apply it when needed. The literacy 

skills to organise your thoughts into well-constructed paragraphs and write extended essays. The 

ability to analyse evidence and explain what may affect its usefulness and reliability. 

What can I do after this course? 

This high level of thinking and reasoning are vital in many areas of employment such as law, 

business, teaching, banking, etc.  Like English, History is a subject that needs you to enjoy 

reading. You also need to want to develop your writing skills which will help you with other 

subjects like English. Remember, most jobs you do will want you at some time to write reports or 

contact customers. Employers will be looking for people with well-developed writing skills. 

 

For further information please contact :  

Faculty Leader for Humanities Mr Heath 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 

 

   

 

 

  

What will I learn? 

Some of the topics are similar to those you learnt about in year 7, 8 and 9 but we will explore the 

topic in more detail. Some of the topics will be new. There is a balance of physical geography and 

human geography studied. Both will help you to understand the ever changing world around you. 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 
a. Challenge of natural hazards (earthquakes, hurricanes, extreme weather and climate 

change) 
b. The living world (tropical rainforests and hot deserts) 
c. Physical Landscapes (coastal landscapes and river landscapes) 

 
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 
a. Urban Issues and challenges (issues of urbanisation and sustainable living) 
b. The changing economic world (uneven world economic development) 
c. The challenge of resource management (challenges of managing water, food and energy with 

a focus on energy) 
  

Paper 3: Geographical Applications 
a. Issue evaluation 
b. Fieldwork 

 

 
How will I be assessed? 
There will be 3 exams taken at the end of Y11 :  

- Paper 1: Living with the physical environment: 35% (1hr 30 mins) 
- Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment: 35 % (1 hr 30 mins) 

- Paper 3: Geographical Applications: 30% (1hr 15 mins) 
For paper 3, 12 weeks before the exam we will be given a set of resources that form part of a decision making 

exercise. We will analyse the resources in preparation of answering questions in the exam about the material. 

The second half of the paper focuses in the fieldwork we will complete. At the end of each topic there will be 

an assessments so both you and your teacher can look at your progress. You will also be able to practice 
exam questions during each topic as part of classwork and homework. 

 

How is this course delivered? 

This is a classroom based course. We learn about many examples of real life events so there are 

lots of opportunities to watch documentaries to see the impacts they have had on people and the 

environment. At the end of year 10/beginning of year11 we will go on a local fieldtrip.  

work for internal assessment. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You need to be prepared to work hard. We look at lots of general issues and then follow this up by 

looking at real examples (case studies) e.g. the problems caused by hurricanes and then we will 

look at a case study of a hurricane. This means you have to be able to remember lots of detail and 

back this up with good literacy skills to answer extended writing questions. You need to have good 

map skills and be able to interpret a wide range of information sources e.g. analysing photographs 

to describe the damage caused by earthquakes.  

 

What can I do after this course? 

You will be able to move onto study ‘A’ level geography or geology. Due to the wide range of content 

studied at A level and skills you will have developed, it is a highly regarded A level subject by 

universities. As you cover many different topics and you will learn many transferable skills, 

geography allows you access to a large range of jobs. 



 

   

 

 

     

 

 

   

What will I learn?  

Would you like to take a hands-on course that provides an engaging and stimulating introduction 
to the world of travel and tourism?   

You will explore some of the key areas within the sector, including accommodation, tourism 
development and promotion, transport and visitor attractions. You will investigate the importance 
of the travel and tourism sector to the UK, and investigate different types of customer and UK 
destinations. You will also have the opportunity to study international travel and tourism. 

How will I be assessed? 
The course is made up of the following 3 compulsory units: 

● UK travel and tourism sector 25% / 75 minute exam paper 

● UK travel and tourism destinations 25% / Coursework made up of assignments, projects or case   
studies 

● The travel and tourism customer experience 25% /Assessment drawing on the knowledge, skills 
and understanding you have developed in the qualification as a whole. 

You will choose one further unit (25%) from two optional units, covering more specific aspects of 
the global travel and tourism sector. These are: 

● International travel and tourism destinations 

● Factors affecting worldwide travel and tourism 

 

How is this course delivered? 

This is a practical qualification which requires students to carry out extensive research and 
analysis on a range of worldwide issues that may affect tourism. You will be asked to produce 
various pieces of work to make up each unit’s final assignment. These can include: PowerPoint 
presentations, leaflets, fact sheets, and written reports 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You will develop key skills, such as research, report drafting and writing skills and project 
management so you must be well organised and willing to work at home.  Good literacy skills are 
essential. 

What can I do after this course? 

On successful completion of this BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism, you can use it as an 
entry into the sixth form. It is a useful introduction for various A level courses and Vocational A 
levels. 

For further information please contact:   Faculty Leader for Humanities Mr A.Heath 

  



 

  

 

 

   

 

 

  

What will I learn?  

You will learn about Christianity and Sikhism in depth.  It is broken down into ‘beliefs and 
teachings’, e.g. beliefs about God, and ‘practices’, e.g. festivals. 
 
Once you have a solid foundation of understanding what Christians and Sikhs believe, these are 
then applied to 4 different themes: 

- Issues of Relationships (Christianity and Sikhism): The Family; Marriage; Cohabitation; 

Divorce; Remarriage; Sex and Sexuality; Gender Equality. 
- Issues of Life and Death (Christianity and Humanism): Origin of the World; Stewardship; 

Origin and Value of Human Life; Abortion; Euthanasia; The Afterlife. 
- Issues of Good and Evil (Christianity and Sikhism): Crime and Punishment; Prison Reform; 

The Death Penalty; Forgiveness; Good, Evil and Suffering. 
- Issues of Human Rights (Christianity and Sikhism): Human Rights; Social Justice; 

Censorship; Extremism; Prejudice and Discrimination; Wealth and Poverty. 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 

This is assessed in 3 exams: The ‘Themes’ paper is 2 hours, and each of the ‘Religions’ papers are 1 hour.  

Each question is worth 30 marks, with the Christianity and Themes paper having 6 marks for SPaG. 

The questions are all structured the same, in 4 parts – (a) the meaning of a key word; (b) describe a key 

concept; (c) explain a key concept; (d) respond to a provocative statement, looking at both sides of the 

argument and coming to a conclusion. 
 

• Paper 1: Themes: Issues of Relationships (30 minutes); Issues of Life and Death (30 minutes); Issues 

of Good and Evil (30 minutes); Issues of Human Rights (30 minutes). 

• Paper 2: Christianity: Beliefs and Teachings (30 minutes); Practices (30 minutes). 

• Paper 3: Sikhism: Beliefs and Teachings (30 minutes); Practices (30 minutes). 

 

How is this course delivered? 

Classroom-based, and through SMHW.  There will hopefully be the opportunity for speakers from 

each of the faiths to come in, and the possibility of visiting a Church/Churches and a Gurdwara. 

 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

This is an academic subject, and there will be a lot of writing.  You need to be interested in the 

world around you and have a general interest in other peoples’ beliefs, as well as wanting to explore 

your own views.  You need to be able to see things from another point of view, whilst articulating 

your own in a respectful manner.  It would be advantageous if you have strong views about 

different parts of the course, but not essential. 

 

What can I do after this course? 

This course would help with any job or career which involves spending a lot of time with other 

people, such as joining the police, working in healthcare or joining the army.  It gives you the skills 

to support any other humanities or literary subject at A Level.  Some industries that offer 

apprenticeships, such as pharmacies, would look more favourably on your application as you have 

shown you have the skills to be respectful to any customer, regardless of their background. 

For further information please contact:  Mrs R Hughes, Teacher of Religious Studies. 

  

 



  

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will I learn?  

You will learn about the culture of countries where French and Spanish is spoken and you will be 
able to communicate with young people in these countries.  
Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based :  
Theme 1: Identity and culture  
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest  
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

 

 How will I be assessed? 

You will learn the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing : 
 

• Paper 1 Listening  – 35 mins (25%) 

• Paper 2 Speaking  – 7-12 mins (25%) 

• Paper 3 Reading    - 45 mins (25%) 

• Paper 4 Writing      – 1hr – 1hr 15 mins (25%) 

 
You will be advised by your teacher, based upon your target grade, whether you are taking 

exams at Higher Tier or at Foundation Tier. Ongoing tracking assessments in all four skills will 
take place throughout the two years of the course.  
 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

The GCSE course caters for a wide range of ability from Grade 9 to Grade 1. As a general rule, 

you need to be working at your end of year target grade or above in French or Spanish to be 

able to cope with the demands of the course at GCSE. 

What can I do after this course? 

A GCSE in a language is seen as a Quality Mark and evidence that you possess particular 

learning and working skills, as well as good communication skills.  
Whether you travel for pleasure or business, most of you will go abroad at some time in your 

life. Merely having the skill to work out the meaning of a few words or phrases in a completely 
new language can make things easier for you.  
MFL GCSEs also count as more than one entry on your C.V.; firstly as a qualification, and 

secondly as a separate skill or ability. You could work for many different businesses and 

organisations including the police force, immigration and many other public sectors. 

 

For further information please contact :   

Faculty Leader for MFL   Mr A Heath   

  

 

How is this course delivered? 

Classroom based lessons. 

 



  

 

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will I learn?  

Unit 1 Human Lifespan Development In this assignment you will look at the way in which 
humans develop throughout their lifespan and how certain factors may affect impact on their 
development.  This unit is internally assessed. 

 

Unit 2 Health and Social Care Values In this assignment you will research how health and social 
care values underpin the delivery of care and how the values are used to promote effective caring 
for service users.  This unit is internally assessed 

 

Unit 3 Health and Well Being In this externally set assessment learners are required to assess an 
individual’s health and wellbeing and use this assessment to create a health and wellbeing 
improvement plan. This unit is assessed via an externally set examination. 

 

How will I be assessed? 
Units 1 and 2 will be assessed in the form of completed assignments that will be internally 
assessed and awarded grades in relation to Pass, Merit or Distinction.  Each of these units will 
contribute 30% to the overall final grade awarded.  Unit 3 is assessed via an externally set 1 hour 
examination paper and again awarded grade in relation to Pass, Merit or Distinction.  This unit 
contributes 40% to the overall final grade awarded. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

This is a two year course which will consist of assignment based units and an external 
examination. If a career in any of the varied sectors within the Health and Social Care is of interest 
to you, or if you want to develop your knowledge of health and social care practice and extend your 
communication and interpersonal skills, then this level 2 qualifications is ideal. There is a lot of 
written work involved so you must be committed to working out of school as well as in. 

What can I do after this course? 

There are many different specialist careers available within the healthcare system, 
including: clinical support staff, such as donor carers and new-born hearing screeners; allied 
health professionals, such as radiographers and orthoptists; and specialist therapy staff, such 
as occupational therapists, speech therapists and art therapists. 
There are so many different paths to take when pursuing a career in social care. Social care work 
can be done in a variety of different environments: in people’s own homes, in residential care 
units, in shelters for the homeless, and in young offender institutes.  
 

For further information please contact :   

Faculty Leader for Science    Mr A Birch  or Programme Leader Miss L Moorhouse 

How is this course delivered? 

Classroom based lessons. 



 

 

 



 

   

 

 

   

What will I learn? 

You will investigate other Artists using their work to inspire your own responses and you will 
explore working with a wide range of different materials. You will in particular focus on developing 
your ability to record what you can see through drawing, painting and making 3D responses.  You 
will also learn to annotate to discuss the work of other artists and make links to your own work. 
The course is practical and will encourage your imagination, art skills and creativity. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
The GCSE course is split into 2 components;  
Component 1 (60%) is a portfolio of work which is produced during Year 10 and the first term of 
Year 11. You will need to evidence that you can develop your own ideas in response to a theme or 
starting point. Themes from previous years have been things like “Buildings” Human Form” and 
“Close-Up”.  The work can contain any art form; such as drawing, painting, 3D work, printing, 
textiles or photography. You will need to show that you are able to investigate the work of other 
artists and demonstrate the influence of their work as you develop your own response.   
Component 2 (40%) begins in the January of Year 11. You will receive a paper from the exam 
board which has 15 starting points or themes and it will also suggest artists for you to look at. You 
will need to select a starting point for to respond to and then plan a response through research 
drawing, painting and making: you will need to show how your ideas have developed over time 
when planning your response. You will then have 10 hours of supervised time in which you will 
need to make your response. All work is assessed and will contribute to your final grade. 

How is this course delivered? 

The course is class room based however students will be expected to refine their work and research 
in their own time. There may also be the opportunity to attend visits to galleries, work placements 
and other workshops. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You should be resilient and able to work independently in school and at home. You should have an 
interest in Art and be willing to try working with a range of different materials. You should have an 
interest in drawing, painting, photography or making 3D outcomes.  
 

What can I do after this course? 

Some students go on to study Art at A-level, there are a range of different A-levels available: Art 
Craft and Design, Fine Art, Graphic Communication, Textile Design, Three dimensional design, 
Photography (lens and light based media) Other students go on to alternative Level 3 courses such 
as a Level 3 diploma in Art and Design, Level 3 diploma in Fashion and Clothing, Level 3 Diploma 
in Graphic and Interactive Design.  

The above courses can provide a path into Higher Education and onwards into employment. The 
design sector is one of the largest employment sectors in the UK. Job roles include: Practising 
Artist Accessory Designer, Fashion Designer, Fabric Designer, Architect, Art Education, Art 
therapy, Film, Theatre and Television design, Graphic Design and Illustration. 

For further information please contact:   Subject leader for Art & Design Mrs A De Vall 

  



 

 

 

 

     

 

 

   

What will I learn?  

The photography specification provides you with a wide range of creative, exciting and stimulating 
opportunities to explore interests in a range photographic areas. You will look at composition, 
photographic techniques and styles of photography including portrait, landscape and still life. You 
will learn to use a camera and its functions as well as how to manipulate images using an image 
editing software. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

A portfolio of work will be created which is worth 60% of the final mark. A final exam, worth 40%, 
will be completed at the end of year eleven. The examination task will be made available to 
students at the start of January and preparatory work will need to be undertaken. 
 
A grade of 1-9 will be awarded. 

How is this course delivered? 

GCSE Photography is delivered through a number of units each of which requires the creation of a 
portfolio. For each portfolio you will be required to analyse existing pieces as well as capture your 
own photographs. A significant amount of work must be completed outside of the school/classroom 
settings as students will need to capture a wide variety of styles and shots. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

Students will need an imagination and the ability to think creatively for this course. A high level of 
English will be required as the course includes substantial amounts of writing. Students who have 
a keen interest in photography may find the course easier to access, however, this is not essential, 
a camera and a willingness to work independently would be beneficial as large parts of this course 
are carried out outside of the classroom. 

What can I do after this course? 

Successful completion of the course at a Level 2 would allow you to progress onto an ‘A’ level or 
other relevant Level 3 courses in Art & Design or Media. Careers in photography can be found in 
business, fashion, advertising, portrait photography, police force and newspapers to name a few. 

 

For further information please contact :   

Faculty Leader for IT  Miss E Trevis or Mr S Newton Teacher of Photography  



 

   

 

 

     

 

 

   

What will I learn?  

The BTEC Tech Award in Engineering can help you take your first steps towards a career in sectors 
such as manufacturing, automotive, electrical and mechanical engineering. You’ll learn about 
processes, materials, engineering sectors, the design process, CAD and how engineering 
contributes to a sustainable future. The course provides an engaging, robust, broad-based 
introduction to engineering, underpinning knowledge, understanding and practical skills that 
reflect the needs of employers and higher and further education professionals. It presents 
knowledge, skills and understanding in a meaningful work-related context, to allow learners to 
understand theory and application. 

How will I be assessed? 
You will study 3 units, 2 controlled assessment and one externally assessed unit: 
Component 1 
Exploring Engineering Sectors and Design Applications (Internally Assessed) 
Component 2 
Investigating an Engineered Project (Internally Assessed) 
Component 3 
Responding to an Engineering Brief (Externally Assessed) 
You will carry out mini theoretical and practical tasks as part of a larger project or projects 
throughout the course. Your teacher will mark these, which will give you an idea of how you are 
getting on. Towards the end of the course, you will carry out a larger task to meet an engineering 
brief. All of the work that you do throughout the course and the mini-projects will prepare you for 
the final component 3 project, which is sent away to be marked. In this Unit you will investigate a 
manufactured product and learn what considerations a designer would keep in mind when writing 
a technical specification. 
 

How is this course delivered? 

The course will be split between the workshop and classroom based research. You will work with 
computers on a regular basis to create CAD models, use the internet as a research tool and to 
complete portfolio work for internal assessment. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You should be enthusiastic and want to learn about Engineering. You need to be well motivated 
and be able to work independently. Good organisational skills are essential as well as being able to 
meet set deadlines. 

What can I do after this course? 

When you have completed the qualification, you will have developed a practical understanding of 
engineering skills. Because you will be acquiring knowledge and building useful skills which are 
not generally covered in GCSE courses, you will have a better idea of whether the engineering 
sector is for you and which part of it you might want to study further. After you have finished the 
course, you may want to go on to further study such as A Levels, BTECs or a mixture of both. You 
will find that many of the areas covered here are further developed in qualifications such as BTEC 
Nationals in Engineering and Information Technology. 

For further information please contact:   Faculty Leader for Creative Mr J. Barnston or Mr A. 
Hall Teacher of DT & Engineering. 



ART AND DESIGN – TEXTILES G.C.S.E 

What will I learn: 

The textiles specification provides you with a wide range of stimulating, creative and hands on 

opportunities to explore student’s interests in a range of theory and practical areas of textiles. You 

will explore various textile processes culminating in a final product which showcases the skills 

developed. You will learn fundamental construction skills which leads to the ability to understand 

the working principles with regard to a multiple of disciplines to do with textiles and the industry.  

 

How will I be assessed? 

A portfolio of work will be created which is worth 60% of the final mark. A final exam, worth 40% will 

be completed at the end of year eleven. The examination task will be made available to students at 

the start of January and preparatory work will need to be undertaken.  

A grade of 1‐9 will be awarded.  

 

How is this course delivered? 

GCSE Textiles is delivered through a number of units each of which requires a creation of a portfolio. 

Students will follow a given design brief, analysis existing textile artist and their work in order to 

develop their own personal response. A significant amount of work must be completed outside of 

school/classroom setting as student will need to complete primary research in order to develop their 

own response.  

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

Students will require the ability to think creatively and then practically apply this in order to design 

and make different products. A good level of English will be required as the course includes 

substantial amounts of writing. Students who have taken a keen interest in textiles throughout Key 

Stage 3 may find this course easier to access.  

What can I do to after this course? 

Successful completion of the course would allow you to progress onto to an ‘A’ Level or other 

relevant course in Art & Design or Fashion and Textiles. Careers in textiles can be found in fashion, 

designing, retailing, business, advertising and film 

For further information please contact: 

Miss E Jones Teacher of Textiles.  



 

  

 

 

   

 

 

  

What will I learn?  

Throughout Key Stage 3 you will have produced a wide range of exciting projects in Design and 

Technology, including graphics, textiles, food, and resistant materials. If you particularly enjoy the 

creative side of design and technology then you now have the opportunity to follow our two-year 

GCSE course to specialise in Design & Technology. GCSE Design & Technology covers a wide range 

of activities based on designing and making products that are manufactured using materials such 

as wood, metal and plastics in many forms. As well as learning hand skills, you will use a range of 

industrial processes to shape and form materials into functioning products. Over the course of two 

years you will develop a whole range of creative designing and making skills, technical knowledge 

and understanding relating to Design & Technology and invaluable transferable skills such as 

problem solving, time management and STEM skills. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Paper 1 : The first exam paper tests core technical principles, specialist technical principles, and 
designing and making principles. The written exam is 2 hours in duration and is marked out of 
100. This is worth 50% of the GCSE. The questions are split into three sections:  
Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks). A mixture of multiple choice and short answer 
questions assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and understanding.  
Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks). Several short answer questions (2–5 
marks) and one extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge of technical principles.  
Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks). A mixture of short answer and 
extended response questions including a 12 mark design question.  
Non-exam assessment (NEA) : The practical application of core technical principles is tested 
alongside specialist technical principles and designing and making principles. The assessment is 
non-examined, and will require approximately 30-35 hours of study. It is awarded out of 100 
marks, and equates to 50% of the final GCSE grade. The assessment requires a substantial design 
and make task including Investigation, designing, making, analysing and evaluating. Students will 
also produce a working prototype and a portfolio of evidence. The assessment is internally 
assessed. 
 

How is this course delivered? 

The course will be split between the workshop and classroom based research. You will work with 

computers on a regular basis to use the internet as a research tool and to complete portfolio 

work for internal assessment. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You should be enthusiastic and want to learn about Design. You need to be well motivated and be 

able to work independently and practically. Good organisational skills are essential as well as being 

able to meet common deadlines. 

 
What can I do after this course? 

Technology subjects open up a wide range of STEM careers. These include Architecture, 
construction, civil engineering, mechanical and electrical engineering, fashion design, graphics and 
interior design, automotive and naval design to name just a few. 
 

 
For further information please contact :   Faculty Leader for Creative Mr J Barnston 

  

 



 

   

   

 

     

 

 

   

What will I learn? 

 Food Preparation Skills 
 Food Nutrition and Health 
 Food Safety 
 Food Science 
 Food Provenance 
 Food Choice 

 
During the course you will be given the opportunity to practise a wide range of skills along with 
having a greater understanding of nutrition, the science behind food as a material and wider 
environmental aspects associated with food. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
As the course is 50% coursework and 50% for the final exam, you will be assessed on your theory 
knowledge of the above topics as well as carrying out two parts of your non-exam assessment 
(NEA). 
NEA1: Food investigation - Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and 
chemical properties of ingredients. 
NEA2: Food preparation- Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes 
within a single period of no more than three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved. 

How is this course delivered? 

The course, where possible, is taught in a “hands on” practical way; consequently the weekly 
purchase of ingredients is essential.  It is estimated to cost between £5-£10 per fortnight. Time will 
also need to be allocated to visiting the supermarket. If cost is a concern please ensure you have a 
confidential discussion with Mr Barnston prior to selecting Food Preparation and Nutrition as an 
option choice. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

If you have enjoyed Food at KS3 and love food in general, this is a start. You will need to have a 
good level of organisational skills, resilience and the ability to work independently – don’t worry 
about your skills in the kitchen, this can be taught throughout the course. 

What can I do after this course? 

Food Technology is one of the world’s fastest growing industries. In fact, over 20% of the top 100 
British Companies are in food manufacturing. 

Careers in Food include Dietician/Nutritionist, Food Sales and Promotion, Product Development, 
Consumer Technologist (Sensory Analysis and Product Tasting), Chef / Baker / Caterer, Food 
Journalist/Food Critic, Environmental Health Officer, Health & Safety Inspector, Food Service 
Management, Delicatessen / Restaurateur, Food Wholesaler, Production & Manufacturing, Quality 
Assurance/Standardisation, Purchaser (buys and sells food from around the world), Store Manager 
– Supermarket or Fast Food Chains, Packaging Technologist or even Teacher! 

For further information please contact :   Head of Creative Faculty and Teacher of Food 
Preparation and Nutrition Mr J Barnston 



  

 

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will I learn?  

A mixture of theory knowledge and practical skills will be taught. You will learn to program a 
computer using a text based language and to plan to solve problems. 

 You will work independently to use code in order to develop solutions to problems 

 You will have lessons which are theory based and will not be on a computer 
 You will examine all aspects of computer systems and look at the wider implications of their 

use. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is 80% exam based and 20% controlled task. There are two exams at the end of year 
eleven which are wholly based on the theory content. The controlled assessment is a practical task 
which will require you to analyse and plan a solution for a problem before solving it using a 
programming language. 
 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

Computing is a challenging, yet rewarding qualification which rewards those who are willing to dig 
a little deeper in their own time. A good understanding of maths is essential as this is a key part of 
programming. 

What can I do after this course? 

Successful completion of the course at a level 2 would allow you to progress onto an A-level or 
other relevant level 3 courses, such as BTEC. 

A computer science qualification is a very valuable one in a growing technological world.  
From game and software designers to web design, government security to business analysts.  
It is an ever changing area of expertise and one that opens up a lot of career opportunities 
across the world.  
 

For further information please contact :   

Faculty Leader for IT   Miss E Trevis or Teacher of Computer Science Mr S Newton 

  

How is this course delivered? 

Classroom based lessons using the schools ICT suites. Programming activities will be provided for 
you to work on in your own time.  



 

 

 

 

 

     

What will I learn? 

The course has been designed to develop your knowledge and understanding of key aspects of 
creative media skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, transferable skills such as 
research, planning and review and communicating creative concepts effectively. This course has a 
“hands on” approach and learning has strong relevance to the way young people use technology in 
creative media. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course has 4 units : 

1. Pre-production skills 
2. Creating digital graphics 

+ 2 optional units 

All units are equally weighted and are worth 25% of the final grade. Unit RO81 is assessed through 
a written exam. 

 

How is this course delivered? 

Classroom based theory and practical.  The majority of lessons will be delivered in an ICT suite. 

 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You should be enthusiastic and have interest in ICT and the use of ICT. You will need to have good 
personal organisation skills and a basic understanding of a range of software. You should have the 
ability to work independently to deadlines and should have some creative ability. 
 

What can I do after this course? 

Level 3 qualifications, such as A-Level media studies or the IT/Creative Media apprenticeship. 
Some students may go on to study computer science dependent on the units covered. 
Academic qualifications, such as GCSE or GCE A Level in ICT. Also the underpinning knowledge 
and practical skills learnt will also enhance and support progression to other relevant vocational 
courses, such as NVQs or apprenticeships.  There are also a range of creative and digital media 
courses available on completion of this course. 

 

For further information please contact : 

Faculty leader for IT Miss E Trevis or Teacher of ICT Mr S Newton 



 

 

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will I learn?  

Applied anatomy and physiology, physical training and the use of data analysis, sports psychology, 
socio- cultural influences and health, fitness and well- being. 

You will also be assessed on your level of physical activity that will include a range of sports that 
focuses on team and individual performances.  These could include athletics, badminton, cricket, 
football, handball, netball and rock climbing. 

How will I be assessed? 

 
 

What qualities and skills do I 
need for this course? 

You need to have a passion for sport. 
You need to be taking part in organised 
sport, both in school and out of school. 
You need to be organised, hardworking 
both in a classroom and in a practical 
environment. You need to be able to 
work independently and in a 
team/group and confident to try new 
sporting activities. 

 

What can I do after this course? 

PE lends itself to a range of careers 
in sports and fitness as well as other 
industries such as nutritionists, 
chiropractors and physical 
therapists.  Some careers that you 
could do with a PE qualification 
include : 

 PE teacher 
 Sports science 
 Physiotherapist 
 Sports coach 
 Personal trainer 
 Diet and fitness instructor 

For further information please contact :   

Faculty Leader for Performance Mr P Steed or Mr J Hunt 

  

How is this course delivered? 

The course will be delivered over 2 years. The lessons will include classroom based theory work in 
preparation for Paper 1 & 2 and practical lessons for the practical performance element of the 
course.  



 

 

 

 

     

 

 

   

What will I learn?  

This qualification is designed for students with an interest in the sports industry.  The objectives of 
this course is to enable learners to: 

 Develop a range of skills through involvement in sport and physical activity in different 
contexts and roles 

 Develop their ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical situations 
 Gain a better understanding of the complexity of different areas of sport and the sports 

industry 
 Increase your awareness of different ways to stay involved in sport and physical activity and 

of different careers and roles within sport 

How will I be assessed? 

This course is assessed by students completing 3 units of work (75%) that is internally assessed 
and verified and then one 1 hour external assessment (25%) which is set and marked by the exam 
board.  The course is broken down as follows:-  
 
Unit 1 - Contemporary issues in sport   Exam 1 hour – 60 marks. 
Unit 2 - Developing sports skills    Course work based 
Optional units include; - 
Sports leadership, Sport and the media and Working in the sports industry all internally assessed,  
 
The final grade for the qualification is based on the structure of Not Yet Achieved, Pass, Merit, 
Distinction and Distinction*.  

How is this course delivered? 

Practical and theoretical session. There is also the potential within the course to create links with 
The Arc Sports and Leisure Centre. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

A love and knowledge of sport, health and fitness. A passion for playing sport. The ability to 
Communication, problem-solve, be part of a team, and good planning and research skills. An 
ability to complete coursework to a deadline.  

What can I do after this course? 

Level 3 qualifications including ‘A’ Level PE or Sports Studies and Sports Science.  Career 
pathways could include Personal training, Sports science, Sports coach, Diet and fitness 
instructor and many more in the health and fitness sector. 

 

For further information please contact :   

Faculty Leader for Performance Mr Peter Steed 



 

 

 

 

   What will I learn? 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts  

• Research drama practitioners such as Brecht, Stanislavski, Artaud and Physical Theatre 

• Explore the use of technical design – lighting, sound, set and props, costume and make-up 

• Learn techniques used in performance such as the devising process, dress and technical 
rehearsal, past performance and evaluation/reflection. 
 

Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in the Performing Arts 

• Exploration of different texts and playwrights 

• Analysing live performance work from theatre trips 

• Performing a monologue 

 

Component 3: Performing to a Brief 

• Investigate and explore a stimulus – this could be a theme, issue, prop, time or place, 

repertoire or drama genre. 

  

 

 

How is this course delivered? 

The course will be delivered over 2 years. Every week each student will have lessons focussing on 

Component 1, Component 2 and Component 3. These are practical based lessons with a focus to 

rehearse, direct and perform. 

 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You will need to be very good at co-operation and collaboration, with very good communication skills. 
You will need to be open minded, creative and committed.  The course will require you to work 
supportively with a group of people of varying sizes and continuously show a mature attitude to work 
independently during a rehearsal process.   
 

What can I do after this course? 

Throughout the GCSE Drama programme, students are encouraged to collaborate with others, 

engaging in stimulating and creative activities with confidence. These fundamental cooperative, 

collaborative and social skills are useful across all kinds of disciplines, careers and life experiences 

in general. This course will also support students who wish to develop their confidence for public 

speaking. GCSE Drama could lead on to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies, Performing 

Arts  and  Expressive Arts at A-level and above,  or other related subjects such as English, Music, 

Dance, Art and Design. Career opportunities for students who study Drama at a higher level include: 

the media, theatre, television, radio, the film industry, arts administration, drama therapy, 

education. 

 

 

 

For further information please contact :   Subject leader for Drama Mrs J Warne 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

What will I learn? 

Component 1 : Exploring the Performing Arts 
o Research choreographers performance work 
o Practise dance styles  
o Rehearse and perform  

 
Component 2 : Developing skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts 

o Learning dance technique 
o Learn a taught dance and perform this to an audience 
o Reflect on your own performance – creating a log book of your progress 

Component 3 : Performing to a Brief 

o Investigate and explore a stimulus, this could be a theme, issue, prop, time or place, repertoire 
or dance genre 

o Work as a group to create a group performance lasting between 7-15 minutes long, and 
perform this to an audience 

o Complete 3 written tasks that discuss your ideas, progress and success. 

How will I be assessed? 
Units are graded as a Pass (4), Merit (6), Distinction (7), Distinction* (8). Component 3 is externally 
assessed and takes place under controlled conditions. Component 1 and Component 2 are 
internally assessed by the subject teacher. 
 
How is this course delivered? 
The course will be delivered over 2 years. The students will work through the 3 components and 
have both practical and theory lessons. The practical based lessons will focus on rehearsal, 
choreography, performance and review. The theory lessons will focus on research, evaluation and 
reflection. 

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You need to demonstrate a passion for performing, with a good level of coordination, rhythm and 
flexibility. You need to be organised, imaginative, committed both in a classroom and in a practical 
situation. You need to be able to work independently, applying your own ideas and in a group 
scenario. Additionally, to be a good dancer, the personal qualities you will need are confidence, self-
belief, motivation, discipline and perseverance. 

What can I do after this course? 

You could choose to take your qualification to the next stage and consider A level or BTEC Level 3 
Dance. Future career pathways could include Dance Teacher, Arts administration for a dance 
company or theatre, Fitness Instructor, Costume Designer, Physical Therapist, Choreographer or 
Entertainer.  If you want to specialise in performing or teaching, you will be better equipped and 
more employable with both dance experience and a degree qualification. 

For further information please contact: 

Teacher of Dance Mrs L Smallman 

 



 

   

 

 

     

 

 

   

What will I learn? 

The aim of the RSL Level 2 in Performance is to provide learners with the knowledge and range of 
skills needed to progress them towards being able to operate successfully as performing musicians. 
 
Learners will 

 Understand theoretical and contextual issues relating to music styles such as blues, jazz, 
country, funk, punk, rock, rap, pop, r ‘n’ b and electronica. 

 Perform effectively on their instrument/voice 
 Rehearse and display musicianship skills 
 Initiate and develop repertoire 
 Rehearse effectively and perform music live 

 

How will I be assessed? 
 

 Externally Assessed Unit: Live Music Performance  
 Internally Assessed Unit: Musical Knowledge 
 Internally Assessed Unit: Instrumental Study 

How is this course delivered? 

The course is delivered through classroom based practical performance activities and in knowledge 
based theoretical lessons. On their chosen instrument students will be required to routinely set 
targets and keep rehearsals log to show their progress. This can be presented through the written 
word, or through blog/vlog entries in an online forum.  

What qualities and skills do I need for this course? 

You should have passion, enthusiasm and interest in all aspects of music. It is essential that you 
have performance skills on an instrument (including voice), however there is no required standard. 
Performing to an audience is a key element of the course and one that you must be comfortable 
doing if you are to take this course. You do not need to read music but you must be willing to work 
hard to improve on your instrument. It would be advisable to have instrumental lessons, if you do 
not already do so. Please speak to Mrs Davey-Caines about the visiting instrumental staff to 
Heritage High School. 

What can I do after this course? 

This course provides a pathway to further study of Music at Level 3. Courses such as: Chesterfield 
College – Level 3 Extended Diploma in Performing Arts, Netherthorpe  - A Level Music (appropriate 
for classical/traditional musicians), Outwood Post 16 Worksop – A Level Music (appropriate for 
classical/tradition musicians), A Level Music Technology, North Notts College – BTEC Level 3 
Music, and West Notts College -  Level 3 Music Performance.  Future career paths could include 
advertising, radio and tv broadcasting, music health, recording and producing and many more. 

For further information please contact :   Teacher of Music Mrs A Davey-Caines 
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